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RECREATION NET FISHING 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville) [12.52 pm]:  Recreation net fishing folk in and around the Peel waterways are 
upset with the recommendations in a fisheries management paper that their nets should be attended at all times.  
This suggestion is dangerous and foolhardy.  Since the review was presented for public input, my office has 
received numerous calls of concern about this change.  Net fishing is a way of life for the people living in the 
Peel region. 

Before the 1993 election, net fishing had been banned by the Labor Government.  The rage of opinion about 
rights being taken away and the general backlash about the loss of net fishing helped me win the seat of Murray 
in 1993.  In 1994, net fishing was reintroduced but for only two days a week and with larger gauges and only 
two cuts of net.  That regulation was subsequently tightened around 1996 to one night a week - on Wednesdays, 
cutting out Fridays which prevented tourists using nets - from sunset to sunrise, with a ban in two to three winter 
months, which was a good idea. 

The review has now suggested that the rules be tightened yet again for net fishing folk attending their nets from 
sunset into the darkness.  The net fishing folk of Peel do not agree, arguing that drownings will occur as elderly 
people try to strip their nets in the dark.  Net fishing has decreased dramatically due to the present rules and 
fewer younger people pursuing that recreational activity.  Fish stocks are varied and abundant due to the 
Dawesville Channel so that the catch ratio is in favour of the fish, not the hunter, while shags and pelicans take 
more fish than the netters.  The present rules are working and should not be changed. 
 


